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RESUME

Troy Leopardo 
WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST
McKinleyville, California 95519
leowild@prodigy.net  707 502 9357  
SYNOPSIS
Northern California consulting biologist with twenty-four years experience managing projects involving state and federally listed wildlife species.  Troy has particular expertise with design and implementation of surveys for threatened and endangered raptors and amphibians, as well as a thorough understanding of environmental regulations and law
EDUCATION
Bachelor of Science in Wildlife Management from Humboldt State University with Range Management emphasis and upper division courses in Waterfowl and Wildlife Diseases



(1988)
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Leopardo Wildlife Associates (LWA), McKinleyville, California



  (Since 1997)
Senior biologist and owner of small consulting firm providing biological services for private and public

landowners throughout northern California.  Focused on biological field investigations and analysis 
pursuant to the California Forest Practice Regulations, I conduct surveys for State and  federally listed 
species.  Predominantly northern spotted owl surveys in accordance to USFWS protocol, I also conduct 
seasonally appropriate biological investigations for nesting birds, as well as sensitive amphibians and 
mammals.  Other duties include Environmental Monitoring and Storm Water Pollution Prevention 
Planning (SWPPP).   Supervising as many as 10 biologists and technicians on a project-to-project basis, 
prominent clients include:
● Soper Company:  Consulting biologist responsible for company holdings in Northwestern California.  Prepare Initial Studies (IS) for Timber Harvest Plans (THPs) in accordance with CEQA and the Forest Practice Rules (FPRs). Provide scientific review and legal analysis in support of Mitigated Negative Declarations Plans.  Implement wildlife surveys, evaluate and map habitat, assess biological impacts, and design mitigations for federally endangered species such as the northern spotted owl (NSO) and California Red-legged Frog (CRLF) (1998 to present)
● Barnum Lumber Co:  NSO surveys on 33,200-acre ownership in Humboldt County; conducted surveys for sensitive and protected species such as Bald Eagle and Northern Goshawk. Designed forest habitat classification system for company GIS (1997 to present)

● Green Diamond Resource Co: Contract to surveys on 24,700-acre in Humboldt Co. (2019 to Present) 
● Sequoia Ecological Consulting:  Planed and implemented surveys for Northern Goshawk, California Spotted Owl, and Great Gray Owl as sub-contractor for Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) at Lyons Reservoir, Sand Bar Dam, and Philadelphia Weir (2012 to 2014), MBTA Surveys and Environmental Monitoring for the Tomki Road Gas Line Replacement Project (2016), Nesting Bird Surveyor monitoring vegetation clearing over of PG&E main gas line Right-of -Way (2018)
● Fraser Estate Trust:  NSO and occupancy level Townsend’s Big-eared Bat Survey for THP (2016)
● Humboldt County Public Works:  Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) Surveys and NSO No Take Evaluation for the Honeydew Bridge Replacement Project (2013), Migratory Bird Treaty Act Surveys for Humboldt County road construction (2014 and 2015), and McKay Community Forest NSO Monitoring (2015 and 2016) 

● MHA Environmental Consulting, Inc.:   Environmental consultant for PG&E as a MHA sub-contractor; conducted pre-construction surveys for sensitive wildlife, designed mitigation measures and directed environmental monitoring for the Fairhaven-Arcata Tower Replacement Project involving the airlifting of equipment into dune habitat containing Endangered Plants on the Samoa Peninsula in Humboldt County. Acting SWPPP Project Leader and Hazardous Materials and Water Pollution Control Manager for the Humboldt-Arcata 60 kV Reconstruction Project (2003 to 2006) 
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE, LWA Clients …Continued 

● Redwood National and State Park:   Awarded Marbled Murrelet and NSO survey contract in Redwood National Park; successfully implemented and administrated field surveys in the Lost Man Creek study area involving 2,500 acres located near Orick, California (2006 and 2007)
● Gualala Redwoods, Inc.: Carried out THP related wildlife surveys and documentation associated with this 28,000 acre timber company located in coastal Mendocino and Sonoma Counties; implemented field investigations for spotted owl and marbled murrelet.  Conducted agency consultation according to CESA and ESA (1999 to 2006)
Natural Resources Management Corporation (NRM)




(1990 – 1997)
Lead biologist and instrumental in establishing environmental consulting branch of northern California forestry-consulting firm.  Directed a staff of natural resource professionals; trained and supervised up to 12 seasonal employees in a wide variety of environmental tasks, emphasizing surveys for threatened and endangered species.  Conducted aerial photograph interpretation and habitat mapping; performed National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documentation, as well as ESA and CEQA analysis.  Developed a method of assessing biological impacts and cumulative effects for THPs that later became industry standard.  Successfully planned and implemented the completed the following projects:
•
Biological Analysis (BA) and Wildlife portion of Environmental Assessment for the Robinson project; conducted field investigations for this 500 acre USFS Timber Sale on Plumas NF
•
Designed Old-Growth Habitat Model for Pacific Lumber Company’s MSHCP

•
Directed biological surveys and documentation according to the California THP process; analyzed biological impacts, designed mitigations, and mapped habitats for over 40 THPs

•
Private Consulting Biologist (PCB) authorized by the California Department of Fish and Game to issue “No Take” determinations for NSOs; analyzed over 50 THPs for potential owl impacts in accordance with CEQA and ESA

•
Conducted surveys and prepared consultations for state and federally listed wildlife species, such as the Marbled Murrelet, the Bald Eagle, the Peregrine Falcon, and the California Red-legged Frog

•
Planned and implemented field investigations for non-listed species of concern, such as the Northern Goshawk, the Pacific Fisher, Del Norte Salamander, Southern Torrent Salamanders and Northern Red-legged Frogs

•
Wrote Biological Resources section for the Humboldt County Dump Siting Study, analyzed potential biological impacts of five proposed dump sites in Humboldt County

•
Directed implementation of Marbled Murrelet surveys in Timber Sale areas on the Mad River and Gasquet Ranger Districts in Six Rivers National Forest
Mt. Hood National Forest, Estacata, Oregon






(1990)
Directed NSO inventory program on the Estacata Ranger District, fought wildfires in eastern Oregon
Rouge River-Siskiyou National Forest, Gold Beach Oregon



   (1988-1990)
Supervised NSO inventory program on the Gold Beach Ranger District; classified late seral habitat using aerial photo interpretation; planned and implemented habitat improvements for Wild Turkey, Peregrine Falcon and Roosevelt Elk.  Participated in fisheries projects, such as stream surveys, construction of in-stream fish habitat structures, salmonid brood stock collection, egg hatch-box maintenance, and spawning surveys
RELEVANT TRAINING AND WORKSHOPS
CEQA for RPFs: A California Licensed Foresters Association Workshop



(2009)
Caltrans Certified Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) Training


(2007)
California Department of Fish and Game Forest Amphibian Identification Training


(1994)
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS
The Wildlife Society: California North Coast Chapter Programs Committee Chairman
     (1997-2000)
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